Gaza National Conference, October 18, 1978

On October 16 and 18, 1978, the
palitics, rural ils, benevolent
societies, mdc associations, chambers of
commerce and industry and business
establishments of the Gaza Strip met to
discuss the contents of the Camp Duwd
and the d

thereto,

In affirming the concern of the Pales-
tinian Arab people of the Gaza Strip that
a just peace should prevail in the Middle
East, and in desiring that all causes and
consequences of wars should disappear so
that all peoples of the region can livein a
permanent peace which will come about
by fulfilling the national aspirations of
the Palestinian Arab people, they set
forth their views, in a positive, construc
tive and objective spirit:

1. The Camp David agreement ignores
the legitimate rights of the Palestinian
Arab people, their right to freedom and
sclf-determination and their right to
create ‘an independent national state in
their homeland. The agr also
violates the UN Charter, the Declaration
of the Rights of Man and the provisions
of internationa! law.

2, The Camp David agreement violates
the consensus of Arab states arrived atin
the various Arab summit meetings, es-

Py

pecially the resolutions of the Algiers and -

Rabat summits,
3. The Camp David agrecment violates
UN Gencnl Asembly resolutions, es-
ution 3236 of N ber 22,
19ﬂ tnd resolution 3375 of November
10,1975, )

4. The agrecment cntrenches Israeli
occupstion for an unlimited period of
time, endows it with legality, disrupts the
unity of the Palestinian people at home
and abroad, creates a new situation and
new facts that essentially and basically
conflict with the interests of the Palestin-
ian Arab people and, in addition, does
not specify the removal of the settde
ments in the West Bank and Gaza Strip,

$. The agreement ignored the future
of Arab Jerusalem. This deliberare
oversight represents a grave danger to it
Muslim and Christian shrines and to the
rights of its Palestinian Arab population,

6. A just solution to the Palestinian
question can only be achicved when the
rights of the Palestinian Arab pcople o
their soil and homecland and to the
exercise of their natural right to freedom,
justice and self-determination are res-
pected and when the Isracli forces have

pletely and i diately withdrawn
from all occupied Arab territories,

7. The participants affirm that the
PLO is the sole and legitimate rep-
resentative  of the Palestinian  Arab
people and that its participation on an
equal footing with all other sides is es-
sential for the achicvement of 1 just
solution td the Palestinian question. The
cause of peace in the Middle East is not
served by deliberately ignoring the PLO,

8. Self-government according to the
Camp David agreement is without
content or meaning since it does not fulfil
even the minimum demands and rights of
the Palestinian Arab people, nor does it
represent the correct manner in which
that people can exercise their right to
freedom and sclf-determination, This is
b it is ob big: and
complex snd lacks spec:ﬁc and genuine
guarantees which ensure for thar people
their frecdom, their return and setf-
determination on their soil and in their
homeland.

9. Accordingly, the participants
condemn the Camp David agreement and
call upon all who Jove justice and peace in
the world, upon the Arab and Islamic
worlds, upon world public opinion and
the United Nations to help the Palestinian
Arab people obtain their just rights and
put an end to their continuing tragedy.
The participants affirm that they fully
support a just peace. They assert that the
Palestinian Arab people aspire to that just
peace. Of all nations in the world, they
need and desire this most in order to'be
rid of their sufferings and of the cruel
fate imposed upon them against their
will. They affirm that they have always
been the victim of continuous wars and
bave been denied their natural right to
freedom and & life of dignity on their
own soil and in their homeland.




